
Welcome to the webinar, 
Finding Open Resources

We will begin the session shortly.

NOTE: Chrome and Firefox are the recommended browsers for the best Collaborate 
experience.



Sound Check in Progress
• If you are having issues with sound:

– we recommend Chrome or Firefox for 
the best experience

– make sure your browser tab is not 
muted (unmute site / unmute tab option 
when right clicking the session tab)

– refresh your browser window
– make sure your session sound is turned 

up to 100% (go to the settings cog to 
check)



Finding Open Resources
Nikki Stubbs, GVTC



Blackboard Access
• If you do not yet have access to Blackboard or do not 

have access to a Blackboard course, please reach out to 
your contact person for Economic Development or Adult 
Education.

• Your contact person will let you know when your access 
will be available.

• If your course is copied from a Master, go into the course 
before the start of the term to make sure everything 
looks correct and is working the way it should.



Webinar Overview

• Meaning of Open Resources
• Types of Open Resource Content
• Main Repositories for Locating Materials



OER Definition - UNESCO

“Open Educational Resources (OERs) are any type of 
educational materials that are in the public domain or 
introduced with an open license. The nature of these 
open materials means that anyone can legally and 
freely copy, use, adapt and re-share them. OERs range 
from textbooks to curricula, syllabi, lecture notes, 
assignments, tests, projects, audio, video and 
animation.” 

UNESCO
"Explaining Open Educational Resources" by David Wiley is licensed under CC BY 4.0

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAvGyu9ZZmCvARvpdVJPraXCbHNxObyz/view
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAvGyu9ZZmCvARvpdVJPraXCbHNxObyz/view
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


OER Definition - Hewlett

“Open Educational Resources are teaching, learning 
and research materials in any medium – digital or 
otherwise – that reside in the public domain or have 
been released under an open license that permits 
no-cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution by 
others with no or limited restrictions.” 

Hewlett Foundation

"Explaining Open Educational Resources" by David Wiley is licensed under CC BY 4.0

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAvGyu9ZZmCvARvpdVJPraXCbHNxObyz/view
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAvGyu9ZZmCvARvpdVJPraXCbHNxObyz/view
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Types of OER
There are a multitude of OER out there to choose from, 
including textbooks, courses, multimedia, data, and 
supplementary materials.

These can be found by searching regular search engines 
(like Google) by using certain keywords but it is much 
easier to find them through dedicated OER repositories or 
websites.

"Types of OER (and where to find them)" by Shannon Moist is licensed under CC BY 4.0

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/facultyoertoolkit/chapter/types-of-oer/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/facultyoertoolkit/chapter/types-of-oer/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


The 5R Activities
Make and own a copyRetain

Use in a wide range of waysReuse

Adapt, modify, and improveRevise

Combine two or moreRemix

Share with othersRedistribute

"Explaining Open Educational Resources" by David Wiley is licensed under CC BY 4.0

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAvGyu9ZZmCvARvpdVJPraXCbHNxObyz/view
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAvGyu9ZZmCvARvpdVJPraXCbHNxObyz/view
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


What is Creative Commons?
• Creative Commons is a nonprofit organization that 

enables the sharing and use of creativity and 
knowledge through free legal tools. 

• Their free, easy-to-use copyright licenses provide a 
simple, standardized way to give the public permission 
to share and use your creative work — on conditions of 
your choice. 

"What is Creative Commons?" by Creative Commons is licensed under CC BY 3.0

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/62/Creativecommons-informational-flyer_eng.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/62/Creativecommons-informational-flyer_eng.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0


The Core Suite of CC Licenses
Attribution
CC BY

Attribution - ShareAlike
CC BY-SA

Attribution - NonCommercial
CC BY-NC

Attribution – NonCommercial - ShareAlike
CC BY-NC-SA

Attribution - NoDerivs
CC BY-ND

Attribution – NonCommercial – NoDerivs
CC BY-NC-ND

NOT OER

"What is Creative Commons?" by Creative Commons is licensed under CC BY 3.0

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/62/Creativecommons-informational-flyer_eng.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/62/Creativecommons-informational-flyer_eng.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0


OER Resources - Repositories
• OER Commons – A large collection of a variety of types of OER, including 

textbooks, courses, and ancillary materials.
• MERLOT – The MERLOT system provides access to curated online 

learning and support materials and content creation tools.
• OASIS – (Openly Available Sources Integrated Search) is a search tool that 

aims to make the discovery of open content easier. OASIS currently 
searches open content from 88 different sources and contains 352,345 
records.

• The Orange Grove - Provides an environment for educators to search for, 
use, remix, share, and contribute educational resources.

• SkillsCommons – Digital Library of Workforce Training Materials

https://www.oercommons.org/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/index.php
http://florida.theorangegrove.org/og/access/home.do
https://www.skillscommons.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/index.php
http://florida.theorangegrove.org/og/access/home.do
https://www.skillscommons.org/


OER Resources - MERLOT
• Teaching Online – Free resources to help you start teaching online.
• Learning Online – Free resources to help your students learn how to 

learn online.
• Career/Technical Ed Resources – SkillsCommons offers free 

services to support workforce development and work-based learning
• Free Commercial Tech Services - Commercial tech companies 

offering free products & services in response to COVID-19.
• Free Online Education Services – Higher Ed organizations offering 

free services to support online education in response to COVID-19
• Accessibility Online - Information and resources to help you ensure 

accessibility for all learners.

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewSite.htm?id=9161130&pageid=9182582
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewSite.htm?id=9161130&pageid=9182582


OASIS



OASIS



OER Resources - Textbooks
• OpenStax - peer-reviewed, openly licensed college textbooks that are free 

online and low cost in print. (Math, Science, Social Science, Humanities, & 
Business)

• BC Campus – The B.C. Open Textbook Collection is home to a growing 
selection of open textbooks for a variety of subjects and specialties.

• Open Textbook Library - The Open Textbook Library provides a growing 
catalog of free, peer-reviewed, and openly-licensed textbooks.

• OER Galileo (USG) - GALILEO Open Learning Materials brings together 
open educational resources throughout the University System of Georgia, 
including open textbooks and ancillary materials.

https://openstax.org/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/
https://openstax.org/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/


OpenTextbook Library



OpenTextbook Library Subjects
• Accounting & Finance
• Business +
• Computer Science & 

Information Systems
• Economics
• Education
• Engineering
• Humanities+

• Journalism, Media Studies 
& Communications

• Law
• Mathematics +
• Medicine
• Natural Sciences +
• Social Sciences +
• Student Success



OER Resources - Courses
• Saylor Academy - Saylor Academy's main project is providing free, self-

paced certificate and credit courses to students around the world. But their 
courses are also open courseware (OCW) comprising open educational 
resources (OER).

• Lumen Learning – Lumen Learning is an education technology company 
that creates low-cost open courseware designed to improve student 
success using open educational resources (OER).

• Open Course Library - A collection of high quality, free-to-use courses that 
you can download and use for teaching.

• MIT OpenCourseWare – Offers free access to almost all MIT course 
content.

https://www.saylor.org/
https://lumenlearning.com/courses/
http://opencourselibrary.org/
https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
https://www.saylor.org/
https://lumenlearning.com/courses/
http://opencourselibrary.org/
https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm


Lumen Learning

• Modules
• Assignments
• Resources



OER Resources - Supplemental
• YouTube & Vimeo – Videos with a CC license can be found through 

Advanced Search options
• Flickr – An online photo management and sharing application and many 

photos are available under CC licenses; Flickr allows searching by type of 
license.

• Khan Academy – A collection of instructional videos and practice exercises 
on topics including math, science, programming, history, English, 
economics, and standardized test prep.

• PhET – Interactive math and science simulations with lesson plans and 
activities

• PLOS – (Public Library of Science) – Open Access Journals

https://www.youtube.com/
https://vimeo.com/
https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://phet.colorado.edu/
https://www.plos.org/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://vimeo.com/
https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://phet.colorado.edu/
https://www.plos.org/


Questions?

Nikki Stubbs
nstubbs@tcsg.edu

If you would like to use your microphone to 
ask a question, please raise your hand and we 

will turn on your microphone.

Once you have been granted 
access press the microphone icon 

to turn on your microphone – a 
live microphone will not have a 

line through the icon.


